Sociology of Development and Democracy

Year: | Fourth Full marks: | 100 (70+30)
Subject code: | So426 Pass marks: | 40 (28+12)
Category: | Compulsory Tcaching hours: | 150 (100+50)

Course Description. The idea of development carrics multiple meanings. This is one of the
buzzwords in the field of social science. The term is complex and contested. ambiguous and elusive.
To put it simply, developiment can be related to something like social change that allows people to
achieve their human potential. Development 1s the sum total of growth. sustainability. mclusion.
equity. human capability enhancement. enlarging people’s choices, and so on. In the renewed
understanding of development. particularly after the 1990s, one thing s broadly shared that
development implies something more than production (growth) and icludes such things as
democracy, justice and fairness, tor example. In this sense. development entails a process of societal
change that undoubtedly puts people at the center.

Learning Objectives. This course intends to enable the students to:

o [Familiarize themselves with the multiple. contested and shifting meanings of development
(from sociological as well as developmental senses),

e Navigate with the broader claims and assertions in the name of development theories (from
the post-war orthodox modernization theory to the post-developmental stance of people-
centred development,

e Expose with contemporary developmental ssues and challenges Nepal has been facing.

e Debating the intricacies ol development and democracy (both broadly and in the context of
Nepal). and

e Lcarn from Nepal's developmental prioritics and strategies as reflected in ongoing plans.
policies and commitments to international *promises.”

The required readings for this course are chosen with two considerations in mind. First, they are
chosen for their simplicity in their exposition at its theoretical and conceptual level. (Although, not
cvery text will effectively address this consideration.} Second. the texis were written about ditferent
aspects of developmiental issues in Nepal or policy frameworks, and research about Nepali society are
chosen.

[t 18 advised to the teachers that for “practicum,” which covers about one-third of the total weightage
of the course, students are encouraged to think, write and carry mini-researches on different aspects of
development relevant to their community, pedikes, or group. For example, students may inquire what is
the local understanding of development in their community? How are local-level development
priorities fixed? What have been the contested issues of development in their palike’) How s
{okatantra practised at the community level? And. how docs the practice of /okatantra paves the way
for service delivery, inclusion and equity. for example?
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d) Neoliberal development (Vallier)
e) Environment and development (Willis)
t) People-centred development (Korten)
Readings
Gereffi, Gary. (1989). Rethinking development theory: Insights from East Asia and Latin
America, Sociological Forum, vol. 4(4), pp. 505-533.

Webster, Andrew. (1990). Introduction to the Sociology of Development, Second ed., New
York: Palgrave, pp. 41-62.

Harrison, David. (2005). The Sociology of Modernization and Development. London:
Routledge, pp. 32-60.

Harrison, David. (2005). The Sociology of Modernization and Development. 1.ondon:
Routledge, pp. 68-78.

Harrison, David. (2005). The Sociology Q);'Mua’erni:ation and Development. London:
Routledge, pp. 79-84.

Frank, Andre Gunder. (1966). The development of underdevelopment, Monthly Review, vol.
18(4), pp. 17-31.

Vallier. Kevin. (202 1). Neoliberalism, The Stanford Encvelopedia of Philosophy (Summer

hitps://plato.stantord.edw/archives/sum?202 [ /entries/neoliberalism/ retrieved on 4
October 2021.

Willis, Katie. (2011). Environment and development theory, Chapter 6, in Theories and
Practices of Development, Second ed., New York: Routledge, pp. 164-195.

Korten, David C. (1987). Third generation NGO strategies: A key to people-centered
development, World Development, vol. 15, pp. 145-156.

Unit III. Nepal’s Development Experience: Issues and Challenges (18 hrs.)
a) Challenges of ensuring equity and reducing poverty
b) Poverty, migration, remittance and livelihoods
¢) Changing status of women, empowerment and inclusion
d) Multi-hazards, vulnerability and disasters (including pandemic)
e) Nepal’s demographic transition and development opportunity

Readings

NPC. (2020). Ensuring equity and reducing poverty, in Nepal Human Development Report
2020. Kathmandu: Government of Nepal. National Planning Commission and UNDP
Nepal, pp. 105-111.

Gautam, Yograj. (2017). Seasonal migration and livelihood resilience in the face of climate
change in Nepal, Mountain Research and Development, vol. 37(4), pp. 436-445.

NPC. (2021). Multidimensional poverty in 2019 in Nepal, Chapter 3, Nepal:
Multidimensional Poverty Index: Analysis Towards Action. Kathmandu: Government of
Nepal, National Planning Commission, pp. 9-22.

Bennett, Lynn, Sijapati Bandita, and Deepak Thapa. (2013). Gender und Social Exclusion in
Nepal. Kathmandu: Himal Books, pp. 3-49.
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MoHA. (2017). Nepul Disaster Report 2017, Kathmandu: Ministry of Home Affairs,
Govermment of Nepal, pp. 11-22.

United Nations Nepal. (2021). COVID-19 Nepal: Preparedness and Response Plan,
Kathmandu.
https://relictweb.int/sites/relictweb.int/files/resources/10 Januarv Revision CPRP%20
2020%20consolidatcd20FINAL pdf, retrieved on 8 October 2021.

NPC. (2017). Demographic Changes of Nepal: Trends and Policv Implications. Kathmandu:
Government of Nepal, National Planning Commission and UNICEF, pp. 1-3, 12-15.

Unit IV. Development and Democracy (18 hrs)
a) Sociology of development and democracy
b) Bourgeois democracy, social democracy and “socialist democracy”
c) The idea of democracy deepening: democratization, civil society and social
movement '
d) Public goods, power and vote in democracy
e) Dcbating democracy and development in Nepal
e Political-ideological roadmaps of devclopment and democracy in Nepal
e Democratization, ethnic diversity and inequality
e Democracy and service delivery

Readings

Rueschemeyer, Dietrich, Evelyne Huber Stephens and John D. Stephens. (1992). Capitalist
development and democracy: a theoretical framework, Chapter 3, In Capitalist
Development and Democracy. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, pp. 40-63.

Wikipedia. (2021). Liberal democracy (https: /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberal democracy),
social democracy (https://en.wikipedia. org/wiki/Social democracy), and democratic

socialism (htips:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_socialism), retrieved on 7 October
2021.

Heller, Patrick. (2011). Towards a sociological perspective on democratization in the Global
South: lessons from Brazil, India and South Africa, paper prepared for the Comparative
Research Workshop, Yale University, 8 Fcbruary 2011.
htips://www.patrickheller. com/uploads/1/5/3/7/15377686/democratic_deepening in_br
azil india and south airica vale present.pdf

Min, Brian. (2015). Introduction, In Power and the Vote: Elections and Electricity in the
Developing World. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 1-12.

Adhikari, Yagya Prasad. (nd). Social Democracy and BP Koirala, Kathmandu: BP Chintan
Pratisthan (archived in BP Koirala Archives and Records),
hitips://bipinadhikari.com.np/bpkoirala-archives/socialism3.php, retrieved on 7 October
2021.
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Academic Research and Writing

Year: | Fourth Full marks: | 100 (70+30)
Subject code: | So427 Pass marks: | 40 (28+12)
Category: | Compulsory Teaching hours: | 150 (100+50)

Bty

Course Description: This module discusses the concept and the process of academic
research highlighting its importance in higher education particularly focusing on university
education. The module deals with all the basic steps of the research process beginning with
developing research questions and ends with an argument/conclusion based on sociological
reasoning. Students will also be taught/instructed about the nature and process ot academic
writing. During the entire process of rescarch and writing, students will be engaged in both
understanding theoretical knowledge and working with their own individual/group research
project. The Subject Teachers will instruct in cach step with substantive/constructive
comments/guidance. As part of the practicum, by the end of the academic session, this
module expects a paper or research report based on the individual/group research project of
the students.

Objectives: This paper aims to familiarize the students with the concept and basic steps of
academic research and writing process focusing on developing students’ skills. It will
therefore enable students in developing academic arguments based on logical reasoning.

- Course Contents -

Unit [. Comprehending Academic Research (15 hrs.)
a) Facts, concepts, theories, problems
b) Academic research
¢) Social research
d) Research process
e) Relationship between theory and empirical research
f) Developing sociological thinking
g) Choosing theme/issue/topic and highlighting its significance

Practical activities: You arc starting your research/project from here. While starting your

project you should identity your research theme/issue/topic and discuss why it is important to

study or research theoretically/empirically.

Readings

Bulmer, Martin. (1984). Chapter 1: Facts, Concepts, Theories and Problems. In Martin
Bulmer (Ed.) Sociological Research Methods: An Introduction (pp. 37-36). Second
Edition London: Macmillan Education.

fgsr, I 1 (R090) | ATAITAE FAGTT: T T STARR, F7e7el 97 FHTS, FISHIST HTZ
ez, 9. 234-33u |

Singh, Kultar. (2007). Quantitative Social Research Methods. Chapter3 Research Process,
New Delhi: Sage Publications, pp. 62-87.
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Gournelos. Ted. Joshua Hammonds, and Maridath A. Wilson. (2019). Methodology
overview. in Doing 4cademic Research: A Practical Guide to Research Methods and
Analvsis. New York: Routledge, pp. 71-144.

Ballard, Chet and Daniel. Brittany. (2016). What skills are important? A replication, Journal
of Applied Social Science, Vol. 10(1), pp. 67-79.

Unit VII: Guideline for Practicum (50 hrs.)

As part of the internal evaluation, the Subject Teacher(s) will regularly supervise the students
during the entire course of theoretical learmning and practical activities under this module.
Based on the performance of the students in each step of academic research and writing
he/she will evaluate the overall performance of the students. In the end, each student or group
of students will submit an independent research paper prepared under the guidance of the

Subject Teacher.

The Subject Teachers are suggested to divide the students into groups if the number of
students is large, and assign each group a research theme, and ask them to write a scientific
report following proper methodology. The Subject Teachers may support the students in this
process. Each group of students will submit a report in a format of proper academic writing
within the specified time.
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